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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

'Appln. of: Christensen et al. 

ppln. No.: 10/536,535 
Filed: May 26, 2005 

For: A CONNECTING PIECE FOR A TUBING 
Attorney Docket No: 1 2706/21 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



TRANSMITTAL 



Attached is/are: 

M Transmittal (and copy)(2 pages); Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (and copy)(16 pages);Form 
1449 (7 pages); and 42 References 

S Return Receipt Postcard 

Fee calculation: 

I3 No additional fee is required. 
□ Small Entity. 

An extension fee in an amount of $_ 



□ 
□ 
□ 



_ for a . 

A petition or processing fee in an amount of $_ 



_-month extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 
. under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 7( ). 



An additional filing fee has been calculated as shown below: 





Small Entity 




Not a Small Entity 




Claims Remaining 
After Amendment 




Highest No. 
Previously Paid For 


Present 
Extra 




Rate 


Add'l Fee 


or 


Rate 


Add'l Fee 


Total 


0 


Minus 


0 


0 




x$25= 


0.00 




x$50= 


0.00 


Indep. 


0 


Minus 


0 


0 




x 100= 


0.00 




x $200= 


0.00 


First Presentation of Multiple Dep. Claim 






+$180= 


0.00 




+ $360= 


0.00 




Total 


$0.00 


Total 


$0.00 



Fee payment: 

□ A check in the amount of $_ 



is enclosed. 



□ 



Please charge Deposit Account No. 23-1 925 in the amount of $ .A copy of this Transmittal is enclosed 
for this purpose. 

Payment by credit card in the amount of $ (Form PTO-2038 is attached). 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR § 1.16 
and any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR § 1.17 associated with this paper (including any 
extension fee required to ensure that this paper is timely filed), or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 23-1925. 



Respectfully submitted, 




July 14, 2005 



Heidi A. Dare 
Registration No. 51,500 



Tp?n in the united states patent and trademark office 

■ we Appln. of: CHRISTENSEN ET AL 

'Ipln. No.: 10/536,535 

^TSA£#fr |ed: May 25, 2005 

For: A CONNECTING PIECE FOR A 

TUBING 

Attorney Docket No: 1 2706/21 



Examiner: TBA 
Art Unit: TBA 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and §§1.97- 
1.98, and more particularly in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b), Applicants hereby 



cite the following reference(s): 



DOCUMENT 

HI IftADCTD 

NUMBtH 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


n AXE 

UAI fc 


NAME 


643,544 


2/13/1900 


Simmons 


1,838,825 


1/31/1929 


Goldstein 


1,991,103 


2/12/1935 


King 


2,047,010 


7/7/1936 


Dickinson 


2,295,849 


9/15/1942 


Kayden 


2,319,731 


5/18/1943 


Garrett 


2,533,731 


12/12/1950 


Gomberg 


2,630,803 


3/10/1953 


Baran 


2,730,099 


1/10/1956 


Sullivan 


2,952,420 


9/13/1960 


Von Hoorn 


3,154,080 


10/27/1964 


Rowan et al. 


3,610,240 


10/5/1971 


Harautuneian 


3,783,996 


1/8/1974 


Gerard et al. 


3,814,097 


6/4/1974 


Ganderton et al. 


3,840,01 1 


10/8/1974 


Wright 


3,942,528 


3/9/1976 


Loeser 


4,014,328 


3/29/1977 


Cluff et al. 


4,146,113 


3/27/1979 


Gavel 


4,150,798 


4/24/1979 


Aragon 


4,267,836 


5/19/1981 


Whitney et al. 


D267.199 


12/7/1982 


Koenig 


4,365,630 


12/28/1982 


McFlarlane 


4,406,042 


9/27/1983 


McPhee 


4,517,971 


5/21/1985 


Sorbonned 


4,530,695 


07/23/1985 


Phillips et al. 


4,531,686 


7/30/1985 


Shaw 


4,576,846 


3/18/1986 


Noel 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


DATE 


NAME 


4,606,735 


8/1 9/1 986 


Wilder et al. 


4,616,790 


10/14/1986 


Beltran 


4,637,404 


1/20/1987 


Gessman 


4,662,873 


5/5/1 987 


Lash et al. 


4,682,702 


7/28/1 987 


Gach 


4,713,059 


■4 r\ Ia f~ Ia r\fi"r 

12/1 5/1 987 


Bickelhaupt et al. 


4,734,092 


3/29/1 988 


Millerd 


4,755,173 


7/5/1 988 


Konopka et al. 


4,802,638 


2J7n 989 


Burger et al. 


a r% a a /~\ a 

4,817,603 


04/04/1 989 


Turner etal. 


Re 32,922 


or* Ia o /-4 Ann 

05/1 6/1 989 


Levin et al. 


4,838,871 


j-\ /j /-> / _j a a a_ 

6/1 3/1 989 


Luther 


4,850,974 


7l2Sn 989 


Bickelhaupt et al. 


4,878,897 


\M7I\ 989 


Katzin 


D306,500 


3/6/1 990 


Brahler 


A *f\ A A A /> A 

4,913,369 


4/3/1 990 


Lia et al. 


4,917,669 


4/1 7/1990 


Bonaldo 


4,978,338 


12/1 8/1990 


Melsky et al. 


4,982,842 


1/8/1991 


Hollister 


4,994,045 


2/1 9/1 991 


Ranford 


5,011,475 


4/30/1 991 


Olsen 


5,098,389 


3/24/1992 


Cappucci 


5,112,313 


5/1 2/1 992 


Sallee 


1— ^ -J A A.Ai J 

5,116,324 


5/26/1992 


Brierley et al. 


5,116,325 


5/26/1 992 


Paterson 


5,121,751 


6/16/1992 


Panalletta 


5,141,496 


08/25/1 992 


Dalto et al. 


5,147,319 


t~\ 1 a r~ Ia r\f\r\ 

9/1 5/1 992 


Ishikawa et al. 


5,147,375 


09/1 5/1992 


Sullivan et al. 


r~ A A OO A 

5,161,681 


a a Ia r\ ia 

11/10/1 992 


Kemp et al. 


c a oo o a r~ 

5,163,915 


A A IA~7lA OnO 

11/1 7/1 992 


Holleron 


5,176,662 


r\A IA t~\r\r^ 

01/1 993 


Bartholomew et al. 


5,188,314 


2/23/1 993 


Peters 


5,188,61 1 


2/23/1 993 


Orgain 


nr Oil ooo 

RE 34,223 


a Ia f\ Ia r\r\t~\ 

4/13/1 993 


Bonaldo 


f— rtOO O A *T 

5,222,947 


i^ /n n Ia r\r\r*i 

6/29/1 993 


D'Amico 


5,232,454 


/"\ l f~\ i A AAA 

8/3/1 993 


Hollister 


IT OOO A A*"\ 

5,236,143 


8/17/1 993 


Dragon 


5,240,199 


A /A ^ / «J A A A 

8/31/1 993 


Peters 


f— n j n 00-4 

5,248,301 


09/1 993 


Koenig et al. ! 






ft n A r\s a 

MarKS 


5,257,980 


11/1993 


Van Antwerp et al. 


5,265,822 


11/30/1993 


Shober, Jr. et al. 


5,269,799 


12/14/1993 


Daniel 


5,279,579 


1/18/1994 


D'Amico 


5,279,591 


1/18/1994 


Simon 


5,300,030 


04/05/1994 


Crossman et al. 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


DATE 


NAME 


r- o4 O OTO 

5,312,359 


r- 1 4 —7 1 4 00 a 

5/1 7/1994 


Wallace 


c o -4 o ooo 

5,312,369 


T~ 1 4 ~f 1 4 AA A 

5/1 7/1 994 


Arcusin et al. 


5,316,246 


C /OH /H OA A 

5/31/1994 


Scott et al. 


C OCA OAA 

5,350,392 


OO/OT/H AA>I 

09/27/1 994 


Purcell et al. 


r* o*T£> aoo 

5,376,082 


H A /0~7 /-4 OA /4 

12/27/1 994 


rhelps 


C O O /! H ~ 7 /I 

5,384,174 


-4 /O vl /H A A C 

1/24/1 995 


Ward et al. 


C OOO /"iO H 

5,388,931 


O/H >4 /H OOC 

2/1 4/1 995 


Carlson 


f— OA -4 H C" H 

5,391,151 


AO /OH /H AAC 

02/21/1995 


Wilmot 


5,403,288 


it />4 /H OOC 

4/4/1 995 


Stanners 


r* irtr ooo 

5,405,332 


>4 /H H /H AAC 

4/1 1/1995 


Upalek 


5,429,613 


~~? 1 A /H O AC 

7/4/1 995 


L) Amico 


5,449,349 


O/H O/H OAC 

9/12/1995 


bailee et al. 


5,487,506 


H /OO/H f~\C\f~* 

1/30/1996 


Drummond et al. 


5,490,841 


O/H O/H OOO 

2/1 3/1 996 


Landis 


5,505,709 


4/9/1 996 


Funderburk et al. 


5,507,730 


a l4\ t4\ r\r\r* 

4/1 6/1 996 


Haber et al. 


5,519,167 


5/21/1996 


Kunimoto et al. 


5,520,654 


5/28/1 996 


Wahlberg 


5,522,803 


6/4/1 996 


Teisson-Simony 


5,533,974 


T/0/«* OOO 

7/9/1 996 


Gaba 


5,540,709 


07/30/1 996 


Ramel 


5,545,152 


08/1 996 


Funderburk et al. 


5,545,143 


8/13/1996 


Fischell 


5,554,130 


o/h r\ 1 4 r\r\r* 

9/10/1 996 


McDonald et al. 


f r*00 OOO 

5,562,636 


h 0/0 14 r\r\r* 

1 0/8/1 996 


Utterberg 


5,584,813 


12/1 7/1996 


Livingston et al. 


r rrt4 -4 o O 

5,591,188 


H /~7 /-4 f\C\~T 

1/7/} 997 


Waisman 


r" COO O -4 c 

5,599,315 


OO /O A /H OOT 

02/04/1 997 I 


Mcrhee 


r" COO OHO 

5,599,31 8 


O 1 A /H 00~7 

2/4/1 997 


Sweeney et al 


C O >4 O AAA 

5,643,220 


-7 /4 /<4 OA "7 

7/1/1997 j 


Cosme 


C OOO C47 

5,662,617 


O/O /H A AT 

9/2/1 997 


Udell et al. 


C OO C A~7H 

5,665,071 


AA/AA/H AA"7 

09/09/1 997 


Wyrick 


5,665,075 


A/A/H AA~7 

9/9/1 997 


Gyure et al. 


r- OOH OAO 

5,681,323 


H A /AO /H A AT 

1 0/28/1 997 


A rick 


r- onr a~7 r* ' 

5,695,476 


H O/O/H OOT 

1 2/9/1 997 


Harris 


r- "Trtil OOO 

5,704,920 


H /O /H OOO 

1/6/1 998 


Gyure 


5,714,225 


O /O /H OOO 

2/3/1 998 


Hansen et al. 


r *7i| 4 OOO 

5,741 ,288 


A A /A H /H AAO 

04/21/1 998 


Hite 


r- -7 f— o AAO 

5,752,923 i 


C /H A/H AAO 

5/1 9/1 998 


Terwilliger 


r- 0 4 n one 

5,810,835 


O/OO/H OOO 

9/22/1 998 


Ryan et al. 




i ^/ 1 0/ 1 yyo 


\A/ 0 ritor of 0 1 

vvayier ei ai. 


5,851,197 


12/22/1998 


Marano et al. 


5,865,806 


2/2/1999 


Howell 


5,873,540 


2/23/1999 


Hardin 


5,899,886 


5/4/1999 


Cosme 


5,915,640 


6/29/1999 


Wagter et al. 


5,925,032 


7/20/1999 


Clements 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

Numoer-Mna uooe \n Known) 


DATE 


NAME 


5 947 935 


9/7/1 999 

57/ I 1 1 575757 


Rinph^rt pt 

1 111 ICI Idl l Cl CL\ . 


5 951 5P3 


9/1 4/1 999 


O^tPrlinH Pt a! 

V-/0 ICI 111 \\J el d I . 


5 957 89P 


9/P8/1 999 

<J( Ckj! 1 C7C7 C7 


Thnrnp 

l l ivy 1 1 ic 




1 0/1 999 


1 arQPn Pt si 

1— Cll OCI 1 Cl CX 1 . 


5 975 1 P0 


1 1/P/1 999 

1 1 / £-( 1 C7 C7 C7 


MnvnQpl 

1 lUV UOCI 


5 980 488 


1 1 /9/1 999 

1 1 / v7/ 1 C7C7i7 


Thnrnp 

1 1 IUI 1 IC 


5 984 PP4 


11/1 fi/1 999 


Yonn 
I ai ly 


5 984 897 


11/1 fi/1 999 


Ppfpronn pt a\ 

1 CICIOvll C71 Oil. 


5 99P 787 


1 1 /30/1 999 


Rurkp 

uui rvc 


6 017 3P8 


01/P5/P000 


Fi<5PhpH Pt r\\ 

1 IOOI ICII v7l Cll. 


fi 039 fiP9 


3/P1/P000 


Mitrhpll 

IV II 1(^1 ICII 


fi 045 533 


4/4/P000 

*t/ H/tWv 


KriPQpl Pt al 
rviicoci ci cll . 


fi 05fi 718 


05/9000 


Fi inHprhi irl^ pt £il 

I Ul IUCI UUm Cl Cll. 


fi Ofifi 008 


7/1 1 /P000 


firau pt q| 
vjifciy c;i di. 


fi 090 0fi8 


07/1 fi/POOO 


Ol Idl IUI 


fi 093 17P 


07/P5/P000 


Fi mHorhi irU" ot 
ruiiuciuuift ci cii. 


fi 0Q3 17Q 

O.U570, 1 / 57 


7/95/9000 


fYl-tam Pt al 
w noia t?i cll. 


fi OQQ ^03 


8/8/9000 


CforHplla 
oidiUciid 


fi 10c; 91 ft 


ft/99/9000 


Rpolf ip 


fi 190 4ft9 


Q/1 Q/9000 
57/ I 57/ ^UUU 


O^aUU 


fi 1 91 fiQO 


Q/9fi/9000 


IViCjblUV 


fi 1 99 7^ 


10/1 7/9000 


Pir*hnr ot ol 
LlUI ICI cl cll. 


fi 91 Q ^74 

Q,*_. 1 57,0/ H 


4/17/9001 


Pormior ot d I 
UUIIIIICI Cl dl. 


fi 94R 0Q1 


fi/1Q/9001 

D/ I 57/ £\J\J I 


Iviuucl y 


9001 /0004Q70 


fi/9ft/9001 


nUHIolcl cl dl. 


P001/00P1RP7 


9/13/9001 

.57/ IO/ ^.V/U 1 


i ciyuouii ci di. 


fi 993 995 R1 


09/95/9001 


^^fah^iQh pt a! 

OdIClL/ClOII Cl Cll. 


fi SOP 8fifi 


10/1 fi/P001 

1 V7/ 1 \JIC\J\J 1 


ivtdiyyi 


2001/0039401 A1 


11/8/9001 


Fprnu^nn pt aI 

i ci yuoui i ci cii. 


6 399 535 


11/P7/P001 


Hitrhin<5 pt z\\ 

I IHVsl III IO Cl Cll. 


fi 3PP 808 


11/P7/P001 i 


Trfliitman pt al 

1 ICILIUIIClli Cl Cll. 


6 334 856 


1 /1 /POOP 

1 / 1 / C—\J\JC- 


Allpn pt a! 

f\ 1 ICI 1 Cl Cll. 


6 355 0P1 R1 


3/1 P/P00P 

O/ 1 CJ CKJKJC 


Miptcpn Pt pi 

IMICIOCII Cl Cll* 


6 379 335 


4/30/P00P 


Rinnn pt a! 

i tiyoi i ci cii. 


D456 69P 




Fn^itpin 

l_.LJOl.CII 1 


6 387 07fi 


5/1 4/P00P 

v7/ 1 *t/ LUuL 


Van 1 i inrii 
vciii lui luuyi 


POOP/068904 A1 


6/6/P00P 


Pluth pt al 

1 IU 11 1 Cl Cll. 


P00P/O07P7PO 


fi/1 3/P00P 

O/ 1 O/ C-\J\JC- 


Hani ip pt al 
i ictyuc cl cii* 


P00P/01 1 1 581 A1 


fi/1 5/POOP 


QoCCA 

uaoou 


P00P/01 45073 A1 


1 0/1 0/P00P ! 


Q\A/on<^nn 

o vv cii loui i 


2002/0156427 


10/24/2002 


Suzuki et al. 


2002/0161332 


10/31/2002 


Ramey 


2002/0169419 


11/14/2002 


Steg 


6,488,663 


12/3/2002 


Steg 


2002/0183688 A1 


12/5/2002 


Lastovich et al. 


2002/0193744 A1 


12/19/2002 


Alesi et al. 


6,520,938 


2/18/2003 


Funderburk et al. 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

numDcr~fvina uooe \n Known f 


DATE 


NAME 


D472 316 


3/25/2003 


Doucilas et al 


D472 630 


4/1/2003 


Doualas et al 


2003/0069548 A1 


4/1 0/2003 

ft 1 W / £ — \J \J Vw/ 


Connellv et al 


6 572 586 


6/3/2003 


Woicik 


2003/0109829 


6/12/2003 


Moaensen et al 


6 579 267 B2 


6/27/2003 


Lynch et al. 


2003/01 25678 

vy vy vy# \j i uv/v # vy 


7/3/2003 


Swenson et al. 


2003/0125669 


7/3/2003 


Saf abash et al 


2003/0130619 


7/10/2003 


Safabash et al 


6 595 962 


7/22/2003 


Perthu 


2003/01 39704 A1 


7/24/2003 


Lin 


6 607 509 


8/1 9/2003 


Bobroff et al 


6 607 51 1 


8/1 9/2003 


Bobroff et al 


2003/0158520 


8/21/2003 


Safabash et al 


2003/0176843 


9/1 8/2003 


Wilkinson 

v v iirxii low ■ i 


2003/0181873 A1 


9/25/2003 


Swenson 


2003/0181868 A1 

C-\J\J\JI \J 1 U 1 UUU f \ 1 


9/25/2003 


Swpnson 


2003/0181863 


Q/2S/P003 


Da\/i<5 pt al 

L/avlo Cl al. 


2003/01 87395 A1 


1 0/2/2003 


Wilkinson pt al 


2003/0187394 A1 


1 0/2/2003 


Wilkinsnn pt al 


fi fiPQ Q4Q 


1 0/7/2003 


Or>i inl^Q 

uuuuiao 


2003/0199823 


1 0/23/03 


Rohrnff Pt al 

UUUI UII Cl Q1 . 


2003/022S37 '4 A1 


1 2/4/2003 


Mathiaspn 


2003/0225373 


1 2/4/2003 


Bobroff et al 


2003/0229316 A1 


12/11/2003 


Hwann et al 


2004/0002682 


1/1/2004 


Kovelman et al 


2004/0044306 A1 


3/4/2004 


t vnch et al 


2004/0087913 


3/6/2004 


Roaers et al 


2004/0049159 A1 


3/11/2004 


Barrus et al. 


2004/0068231 


4/8/2004 


Blondeau 


6,726,649 


4/27/2004 


Swenson et al. 


2004/0111068 A1 


6/10/2004 


Swenson 


2004/0112781 


6/1 7/2004 


Hofverberg et al. 


2004/0138620 A1 

t — vy vy ■ / vy i vy vy vy 1_ vy / » i 


7/15/2004 


Doualas et al 


2004/0143218 

^ Vy Vy » / Vy 1 IWL. 1 V/ 


7/22/2004 


Das 


2004/01 58207 


8/12/2004 


Hunn et al 


2004/01 58202 

£_ Vyvy~/ Vy 1 vyvy£_Vy^- 


8/12/2004 


Jensen 


2004/0171989 


9/2/2004 


Horner et al 


2004/0178098 


9/16/2004 


Swenson et al 


2004/0186446 A1 

vy vy r/ vy i i i w # A i 


9/23/2004 


Ohshima 


2004/0204687 


10/14/2004 


Mogensen et al. 


6,811,545 


11/2/2004 


Vaillancourt 


2004/0220528 A1 


11/4/2004 


Garcia, Jr. 


6,814,720 


11/9/2004 


Olsen et al. 


6,824,530 B2 


11/30/2004 


Wagner et al. 


6,824,531 B2 


11/30/2004 


Zecha, Jr. et al. 


2004/0238392 


12/2/2004 


Peterson et al. 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


DATE 


NAME 


6,830,562 


12/14/2004 


Mogensen et al. 


2004/0254433 


12/16/2004 


Bandis et al. 


2004/0260250 A1 


12/23/2004 


Harris et al. 


2004/0260235 At 


12/23/2004 


Douglas 


FOREIGN DOCUMENTS 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


DT 26 20 009 A1 


12/1/1977 


Germany 


DE 28 03 509 A 


8/2/1979 


Germany 


DE 37 15 965 A 


1/14/1988 


Germany 


DE 196 31 921 


3/13/1997 


Germany 


DE 19847143 A1 


1/27/2000 


Germany 


DE 101 06 074 A1 


6/6/2002 


Germany 


EP 0 239 244 B1 


2/2/1 987 


Europe 


EP 0 475 857 


3/18/1992 


Europe 


EP 744 183 A2 


11/1996 


Europe 


EP 0 916 361 A1 


5/19/1999 


Europe 


EP 0 931 560 A1 


7/28/1999 


Europe 


EP 1 060 757 A1 


12/20/2000 


Europe 


EP 1 086 718 A 


3/28/2001 


Europe 


EP 0 956 879 A1 


7/7/2004 


Europe 


FR 576,849 


8/27/1924 


France 


FR 2,725,902 


10/1994 


France 


FR 2,733,915 A1 


11/15/1996 


France 


FR 2,781 ,617 A1 


1/28/2000 


France 


GB 478,803 


1/25/1938 
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Applicants are enclosing Form PTO-1449(seven sheets), along with a copy of 
each listed reference for which a copy is required under 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(a)(2). 

Based solely on the drawings, the foreign reference DT 26 20009 A1 is pertinent 
because it appears to disclose a holder for tubing. 

Based solely on the drawings, the foreign reference DE 28 03 509 A1 is pertinent 
because it appears to disclose a device for winding a tubing. 

Foreign reference DE 3715965 A1 was cited in a Written Opinion. It is believed 
that US Patent 4,682,702 corresponds to DE 3715965 A1. 

Based solely on the drawings, the foreign reference EP 0 475 857 A1 is pertinent 
because it appears to disclose a needle and a cover. 

Foreign reference EP 0956879 A1 was cited in Written Opinion. It is believed 
that US Patent No. 6,302,866 corresponds to EP 0956879 A1. 

Based solely on the drawings, the foreign reference FR 576,849 is pertinent 
because it appears to disclose a device for winding a tubing. 

Foreign reference FR 2,733,915 was cited in a Written Opinion. It is believed 
that FR 2,733,915 corresponds to WO 96/35472 A1 which is written in English. 
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Foreign references DE 19847143 A1, FR 2 781 617 A1, JP 2000-59877 and JP 
3140740 were cited in a Written Opinion. It is believed that these references 
correspond to US Patent No. 5,984,224. 

JP 5-326062 was cited in a Written Opinion. An English abstract is included. 
Based solely on the abstract and the drawings, the foreign reference JP 5-326062 is 
pertinent because it appears to disclose a cord winding device having a shaft for 
winding the cord and a vessel part for storing the cord. 

Applicants respectfully request the Examiner's consideration of the above 
reference(s) and entry thereof into the record of this application. 

By submitting this Statement, Applicants are attempting to fully comply with the 
duty of candor and good faith mandated by 37 C.F.R. §1 .56. As such, this Statement is 
not intended to constitute an admission that any of the enclosed references, or other 
information referred to therein, constitutes "prior art" or is otherwise "material to 
patentability," as that phrase is defined in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56(a). 

Applicants have calculated no fee to be due in connection with the filing of this 
Statement. However, the Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency associated 
with the filing of this Statement to a deposit account, as authorized in the Transmittal 
accompanying this Statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Heidi A. Dare (Reg. No.50,775) 
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